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ABSTBACT 

In order to determine how the Technical Nursing^ 
Program at Florida Junior College (FJC) was contributing to th^ 
success or failure of its gra^Jiates^ a questionnaire wa^ sent to 
FJC graduates who had taken "the State Board Examinatioif between 
Decembe^r 1972 and December 1973 and who were locally employed. A^l of 
these students had been exposed to the same curriculum. Of the 23; 
respondents, nine had failed at least one of the five tests on the 
examination; of these r all had failed more than one test. Hhen ask^d 
to indicate the teaching strategies used in the courses pertaining to 
the tests they had failed, six of the nine respondents indicated 
individualized instruction. When all respondents were afsked to 
indicate the teaching- strategies^used in the courses perta'^ining to 
the tests on which they had performed best, 16 indicated 
iecture-discussiton. Overall, the highest test scores were floted in 
medicine and psychiatry and the lowest in obstetrics. 6ther findings 
indicated that. courses in surgery and obstetrics were not coyered 
adequately to meet State Board requirements, and those respondents 
who read slowly had the greatest difficulty in passing the timed 
examina,tion. A literature review and recommendation^ for program 
improvement are included.. (DC) < . ^ ' 
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A.N ANALYSIS OF TEACHING STRATEGIES . 
UTILIZED IN FACILITATING THE LEikNING 
PROCESS OF TECHWTCAL NURSING GRADATES 
WHO HAVE WRITTEN THE STATE BOA^ 
■EXAMINATION FOR LICENSURE 



Lois Davis Gibson, M»3»N. ^ 
— ABSTRACT . ^ 

^ If one of our goals in education is to influence the 
students to think, learn, talk and do something about t:he 
courses and subject matter taught, sometime after our direct 
influence over them comes to an end, an evaluation of- their 
opiniona of the teaching learning process could prove helpful 

In improving and revisirig curriculum structure ♦ 

" " • ' ' • ' 

^ lljhe_pi!imarY objective of this study was to determine the 

teach±*fcg^^-^t*^tegies utilized in^fcacilitating learning of the 
Technical Cursing gi*aduates wKo wrote the State Boal^ ^xami-* 
nation during the peircod of December 1972, through September 
1973. These graduates were exposed to the .s^gij p ^ cxi rr i cu . t iiat^ 



during their experiences in^^echn^ 7^ 

A review of tl\e literature indicates that teaching' 
effect ijreness is a national concern* In order to improve ^ 
educational progr^kms, teachers must become more cognizant^ of 
the processes tha): hinder the progress of learnixW and changes 
in approach to le^irning. MetTiods of teaching and evaluati< 



devices in riuj^Srinrg infiju'ence the lev^el of performance of the 
graduates anc^. may be* seen iof^the reflection of the State ^ 
licensurer- exaraina'tlorfresults ' ^ . . * • 

The me$i^^ collection of data was a three 

fitx^t'^questioh^aj.^e which dealt specifically with questions 
regardin^^ fiye test areas which cbmprise the State Board 
examination, teaching strategies and teachings and learning 
characteristi(^\^ The respondents opinions were recorded xa 
numbers and percent* To further determine tl;ie graduates 
-responses, an open ended question was asked to determine their 
feelings about teaching methods. Additional comments were 
elicited for improvements in the^ teaching learning t^rocess* 
^ The findirjgs iridicated -that courses in surgery and ob- 
stetrics' were not generally covered adequately, to meet State 
Board requir^nfents* V The highest scores were made in medicine 
and psychiatry* The highest failure rate was noted in ob- 
Btetk*iC3*/ Most students who failed, failed- more than one 
test 

l/i the utilizatj(rpn o^ teaching strategies/ graduates in- 
^dicat^d that imlividuilized instruction was used in cpurses 
wher4 faiiiiig sco resr were made. Reading habits -was given as , 

^ ... : . ^ \ ' 

a reason fbr greatest hindrance in writing State Board ex- 
aminatidns ..' There was •general f eelingr of the graduates thai 
Instant' TgetHaack from teacher^made. Jt^eft wduld greatly enliance 



teaching learning^^prac^99. . Leanfi^ng. experiences 3hould 
be more closely correlated with theory. 

On the basis of the findings in this study, the folloyin 
recommendations are made: 

I'* All 'potential nursing student^, be required to take 
a test to determine their leve^ of reading, 

2. A pre-requisite course be required of those students 

who are identified as having a,problem^ with readisi^.^,_ 

' comprehension 

I 

,3^ Administration and faculty explore the possibilities 

of establishing a health core program as a pre-requisite 
to TechxiiCal Nursing. 

i 

4. An evaluation of the teaching learning process of the 
• Technical Nursing, program be undertaken* 

5. A follow-up study to determine* the effectiveness of 
teaching and learning theories as indicated by- the 
graduates level of competency on the State Board 

V Examination » 

6^ A study be undertaken to deter&LQe the graduates level 
of performance in clinical and heatth-^gencies 
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CHAPTER! 

INTRODUCTION ' 

e hpaft of an educatibnal program is raade up of the 
learning experieSc^^ofthe st^d^n^. What they do, think 
fiLbout; how they thinks w hat' ^hejr-read.^ , say and write, vjhat 
they feel-r— these .are the things which d^t:fertain& whafe" t^y 

learn. . ' . * , ' 

If one 'Of our goals In education ili^to influence the 
, student' to think about, -learn about,, talk abouS^T^^i do some- 

thing' abox^t our subject matter, sometime after our dlrec^ 
• influence- over them comes to an. end, how can we say we n^^^ 

been successful,, if the, student does, not actively mention any 

further the subiect or his orpl'nioh of the experiences he re- 

ceived? ' 

Nursing programs are somewhat restless, faculties in 
nursing find themselves a little dissatisfied; teachers have an 
uneasy feelirig that they could ^be doing a Uttfe^atterT job lit . 
preparing graduates In nursing to assume their roles in'~a~^5^»i^ 
of -work*' Nursing educators express common agreement about 
the characteristics of nurses necessary ta perform nursing 
functions and fuirill their roles. It is also lixdtcatedi that the 
results of tha graduates performance On the. State Board 
Bxamination for licensure attest to their preparation. 



Ix: can be noted ^ hoWever^ that not all graduates conipletlag 
the same basic curriculum in nuirsing are successful m x^riting 
the St^te Board E^cahi inaction, consequently they are not per-, 
knitted to unction a^s safe practitioners in the field of nursings 
'Sbmetint^s^'i^e know hbw v^ell we^ are doing, but we do 
. not^^-^cnow epc^.Qtly ^low Wi^.^ar^ d<)ing it:. If vT^ knew what, we 
were ciolng'^^^fet^^ was ,c^i3^^ to sti^^ess," and if we knew 



what we were doing tha^was^'^^qntributing^l^d failure, we could 




•Bhls study is undertaken In ,respohse "to the preceding 
chargp reIa.tlon to the teaching-learning" process facilitkted 
In the Technical Nursing Program at Florida Junior College. 



1 

Mager, Robert F, Developing Attitude Toward Learning 
(Palo Altos Feai'son Publi'shers, 19681, p. 83. 



' STATEMENT OF THB PROBLEM 

%^ . , 

V ^ 

" An, analysts of the teaching st<*S.tegies utilized in 
facilitating the learning process of Technical Nursing graduates 
who wrote the State Board Examination from Dec;emberyl!'9?2 

through September 1973 • / 

/ 

During this period, seYen"cy-six grsidxiates {7^*6 per cent) 
made passing scores. Twenty graduates (20 ,4 p^r cent) were 
unsuccessful in writing one or more of the fire 'tests included' 
on the State Board Examination. Those graduates who failed 
to make a passing ^core on any one of the five test will not 



become licensed until a passing score has been made» Fuirther- 



more^ they will not be eligible to function as a beginning practi- 
tioner In^ nursing* They are permitted to rewrite the test(s) 
following intense study three months later. * * 



It can be note4 that the unsifccessful graduates completecT 




the sapie basic curriculum as those graduates who were success 

9 " / 

ftxl* All graduates completed t^ie nursmg program with the 

tmder^tandlng that theli: e xposur e^^^nd- course of ^tudy prepared 

^ , / ' ~ * . 

them tqu, write the ^ State 9<^ard Examination and function safely 

r: ' ' / , ^ ' , , 

as beginning practitioners In nursing. 

^ It Is the intent of l^he writer to examlne"''fel;ie teaching 

/ ' ^ ' / * ^ V 

strategies utilised in faqllitatlng the learning proems .jPq^ the 
purpose of determining, whether alterations in methodolo^ and 
theory building in nursing will enhance the s^tudents^ learning 

10 



and retention of knowledge; thereby Increasing the level of 
competency ' above and beyond the minimum requirements in— 
'd,lcated by the- Sbate Board examiners. 



\ 




SCOPE - AND ^IMITATION 



In analyzing the utilization of teaching strategies in. the leatming 
process, the folio wing scope and limiti^ions were considered: 



!• The sample was selected from graduates who wrotre the 
State Board Examination during the period of December 
1972 |nd September 1973* ' These graduates were selected 
because of their exposure to the same curriculum • 

2. Only those graduates who are locally employed were 
included in the sample • 

3. H The teaching and learning characteristics included on the ^ 

questionnaire were selected becausje In the /opinion of the 



1 

tnstxnictors they constitute the processes 



used* As a / 



member of the staff, the writer workecK with other 



instructors in the 



ievelopment of the instrument* 
The gradxxates responses may be based on the successful 
or^ unsuccessful scoreg ' made on one or more of the five 
test areas of the State -Board Examination-. 
5* Though tjhie nursing education program deals x^ith knowledge, 
psychomotor and jaiffective growth^ the wrtting of the 
State Board is ba^ed upon an , evaluation of knowledge to 
the exclusion of tKe other tVQo domains ♦ 



DEFINITION OF TERMS 



In order to assist the reader in developing a frame of 
reference similar to that of the writer^ the foHowing . 
key terms are defined r 



State Board Examination 



Minimum Requirement 



) 



I^^dlcine 



Surgery 



Pediatrics 



Psychiatry 



4 



Obstetrics 




Means used to determine mini 
oompetency for safe practi^ 
Examination measuring .-accumulated 
knowledge and powers of- reasoning 
as eUcited by paper and pefxcil 
test- 

Standard score- of 350 as/passing^ 
set at , standard demationjr_ 

below the national mean ox 500 
on each of the five" tests in the 
examination ♦ All five tests must 
be passed to become licensed* 

Course content dealing with, 
nursing care of patients with 
disorders requiring, medical treat;-*- 
ment» 

Course content dealing with care 
of patients having undergone 
surgezry* 

Cou^rse conteiat dealing with 
growth and development of the 
well child;: carr^ ot the sick child,. 

Couirse content dealing with the - * 
car^ of patients with psycho— 
socijal, disturbances* 

Coxjrse content dealing witj 
nursing care of the expectant 
moiherf, care of the n'ew jbom^ 



Teaching Sti^ategies 



Learntng Process 
Beginning Practitioner 




methods and things th^ 
>v does to facilitate^^^' 
^v^^^'^learning — an overall^-pljjas^f 
attack to enhanc^^.UwfnrrtTi'g;"; 

quired as a^^asCfft of theoretical 
and pr§»ft*jt?^LL experiences • 




;arries out nuCrslng measvjures 
and delegated techniques skill- 
fully ijjader the supervision of ' 
a physician and/or reglstereid 
professional nurse. 




CONCgPTUALIZED SOLUTION 

An examination of teaching strategies utilized in facili- 
i ♦ ? 

taring learning based -upon the learner^s viaws^ should result 

in an intense effort on the part of the instructors to synthe- 
size learning theories and apply their synthesis zo tea^ching 
nursing principles^ 

^ As a direct result of improved teaching-learning techniques 
there will be an increase in the level of competencies and de- 
crease In the failttre rate on the State. Board Examination for^^ 
nursing licensure • • ^ » ^ 



- PRACTICUM DESIGN 

Tn ^ prw^r^iTinp^ zhXs scudy/ th^ ' following ^ Steps were employed: 

1. Personal mCftrvlev!^*s^ four recent graduates who ^ 
successfully wrote the Sta^fes^jBo^rd Bxammation to 
determine their views of the teachin^s»4gaming process. ^ 
during their experiences in the Technlcal»*8$WSSing Program- 

2* Personal, interview with ''four nursing Injstructors to 

Identify the tea<jhijxg strategies used In th#Tftechntc^ " 
Nursing curriculum . . / . 

3. Construction- of an Instrument utilizing Information ac- f 
quired from personal interviews as a ^gutde^ • * ^ ^ . 

4. Administration of th6 Instrument to' Technical Nursiiig * ^ 
graduates who are locally employed^* \ 



I, . 16 
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CHAFTEi^ II 



iTHEORETICAL FPAMEWORK, 

. ■ ' i • ■ 

Revxevi of Literature 

■ ■ ■ ■ V ' 

Teaching eJ^fectiveness , the ability of. the educators to 
produce knowledgeable students, is of great nationad, concern* 
If we are to be more effective, the elements of instruction, 
that are prerequisites for facUitatlok .and enhancement of the 
learning process, must be more specifically determine^. In 
order to develop atnd Improve educational program^ that .will 
result In the desired level of qompetence In students, teachers 
must become, more fully , aware 



of the processes that are cur- 
rently hindering progress Irt leaimlng.^ r^ ^ / ♦ 

t ' ^ . ' , 

Recently Edith Metz Investigated the . outcomes of 

learning in relation to the academic dbjectlv^s, aitd flndinigs in- 
dicated that the nature ot the learner may tvell be one indicator 
of the i4timate. effectiveness of^ the teachlhg-leamlng process,. 
If the primary fxmction of education is to bring about 



relevant; learning and the primary task of edubators is learning 
management, chauigres may be^ Imperative. All students do not^ 



1' 

Metz, Edith A., Caral M. . McCleary , "Knoviing The Learner 
Journal, of Nursing Edu.catlonv \ (VpU 9r aanuWl970)„. 3.' 



2 ' \' 

Ibid., p. Z^. - ' \^ 
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learn the same way or at the same rates of speed, ; Mager 
defines teaching as "facilitation of learning." He further 
states that ijxsrruction isMntended to facilltate'.perf orrtiance^ • 

Basic to all associate degree- nursing p^ograrfis, Is the 
responsibility that faculty members assume in helping studentos 
to learn* The ultimate goal of the learning process Is re- 
fleeted* on the State Board Examinatrion,. UporP success f\iily ' 
writing the five te^t area on the State Board Exarainatlbn^ 
^the graduate is eligible to demonstrate in reality his/her techni- 
cal competencies by seeking employment as a registered nurse. 
This indicates^ in part> that the graduate has b^en prepared 
to function safely as a beginning practitioner in nursing. 

How do associate degree nursing graduates perform on 

the State Board Examinatiin? This question has been the topic 

^ if 

of many stg.te and nationad meeting-s*^ Landers . study reports 
for the years 1959-66 showed the results of the associate degree 
nursing candWates with a ninety to seventyweight per cen*^ 
successful rate. , Decrease of success in associate dfegree nursing 
was more marked than either bac(5alaureate or diploma ca,ndldates» 



3 * ' ' . 

Rasmusseri ^ .Sandra ^ , Technical Nursing ^ ^ ( Philadelphia t 

F^^'Aw Da^s Co.^ W2)r~ 1^- 76. ' • ; . . <^ - 

^Lande^ SyliMa: A National Survey of Associate- Degree 
Nursing -ProgrjaTn 3 V 1967 ^. (Rational Leaigue for Nursing Inc., 
New- York,. 19{69)/p. 105- . • ' ^ 



Many nursing educators are questioning" the fatality of suLCcess 
on State Boa^d Examinations. 

Nursing educators, however, must be concerned with 
changes in approach, method and evaluation devices in nursing 
that influence student responses to the educational patterns 
offered to them. - ^ 

An educational program must commensurate with the 
Intellectual ^ind individual needs of the learner if maximally 
effective learning is to take place.. Learner needs are fre- 
quently mentioned and discussed by educators ^ but too frequently 
they are only given Up service,, and the concern Is: not trans** 
mlttod Into the learning envlronrtient If Identification of learning 
characteristics Is tfirbe undertaken, a meains of obtaining In- 
formation about the student's past experiences shoiJdd be deve^ 
loped 

» 

In order to realize the full potential of each curriculum^ 
instructional procedures and techniques utilized must be modified 
and adapted to the motivation and abilities of the\ student s» , 
Tyler ^ has pointed out that community colle'^S: must examine 
their teaching methods carefxilly^ rejecting those tradltlo? 
methods that are not sepclflcally ^appropriate and. developing mo^er^ 




5 

Metz, Op. Clt., Pi- 3* 

6^ j 

Tyler^ Ralph W^, "The Teaching Obligation," Junior College 
Journal , XXX (May. I960}, p. 52.5 
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effective approaches • . 

Structure is, a opmglex problem reqixiring careful analyses 
of the content ♦ presented and the per^rrjxance expected. ^ In 
order that each learner* may operate according^ t^o his optimal 
learning pattern, flexibility and planning must be improved. 
A variety of strategies must be utilized in^ order to accommo- , 
date a variety of individual learner styles. Instruction and 
evaiitation of instructipn must: be based on individual achlevemen-d. ' 



It is being said, and demonstrated as well that the student— 




lejcrelatipnship Is i;ot ail that it could be. Long ago certain 

metlilods of reaching students v^ere instituted, many of which 

' V 

are as effective now as they were centuries ago. Of them all, 



the tutorial method probably is the most preferred as a m 




of interchange between ^^he teacfeer and the student* In *the 
^ * *^ ' 

tutorial method ideas auad concepts md^..^be developed and brought 

to fruition, and It aiso^provides opportunities for drawing stu*- 



dents out which is a vital fa/ctor in enabling 3ome of therh^to. 

• . ■ '8 
attaUx^jth^^ In achievement* 

»If the Jprograflx is^^^'^^^^actUtarti;^^ of knowledge 

and to provide the student witK^e^^riences that will jproduce 



l?ou9liev-^ohn E . ht Modest Prop^ai;Studentg' Can Learn> 
(San Francisco, Tossey Bass, Inc. , 1972),^ p. 39*^ i 

^Wolford, tielen "Dialogue As A Method of /ifeaching," - 

J oumal of Nijr sing ^ Sducatixpn , U:3 A\^gust 1965) /.T- 21. 
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the type cf nurse the profession requires, the program mast 
be pres^ented^in a maniaer tha't recognizes the existence of 
individual differences and is willing "to adopt to them. 

Additional feelings toward the specific elements within 
the program and the time allotted for reaching the expecbed 
level of eompetjence also, aff'ects the* students ability to l^arn* 
The learner who feels consistently blocked during examinations, 
or 'one who reads slowly, may have difficulty in performing at 
the level of his capabilities. If differences in expectations 
can be identified, adaptations can be made toward developing ■ 
a more realistic learning environment. 

Making learning meaningful is a matter of selecting the 
right content - knowledge reducible to principles - and helping 
students see^ttLS^a^pplicabillty in situations which th^y are con- 
cerned about, he positive results of meaningful ^teaming can 

9 

be quite apparent. 

What the student should learrt-te the laboratory should 
coincide as nearly as possible wH;h^What is taught in nursing 
princlt)les. 'Assuming that problem solving is an essential 
characteristic of the professional nurse, the gaming expertetnpe' 
Is the application of -th^^problem solving process,. Behavioral 



. Biggs, Morris L.: Learning, TheoM^s^Ft)r Teache,rs, 
(New Yorkr Harpei^ and Rowe PiabRs^rsi^' 1971)/, pV 290. 



objectives are essential to problem solving approach in the 

clinical laboratory and axe certainly th'e basis for any sound 

- 10 
•ceaching-learning process. 

E>ducatlon relevant to our time must be sought and the - 

^lighe St. quality of learning achieved. Innovation and improve-- 

ment are essential. Changes in instruction are taking- platfe, - 

but change is not an end in itself. Increased and improvecf 

student learning must be the goals to be sought. To this 

end as we innovate^ we must Identify the specific instructional 

objectives of any new plan which we introduce and we must ' 

11 

evaluate its outcomes on the basis of its objectives. 



10 



McCaffery, Mayo. "What Is The Student TL^amixig In 
The OUnical Laboratory?" Journal of Nursing Education, : 
{J^tk, November 1968), p. k. ^ 

^^ohnson, B. Lamar ed. The Improvement of Junior 
College Instruction , (Report of a Conference sponsored by 
the UCLA Junior College Leadership Program, No. 15 ^ 
1970.) v'.p» 95- 



CHAFTER III 

^ ' e 

* ; ' * . • ♦ 

.Reviev? of Methodology 

* > The .purpose- of this.s-tudy Is -to analyze the teachl^ig 
strategies utilized in facilitating the learning process of tech- • 
nical nursing graduates at Florida Junior College in* Jackson^/ille, 
Florida. The' critical period is December 1972 through September 
1973,. a. period during v/hich the curriculum was, the samei 
Du-ring-this- pertoir-SQ^J^^y-sU graduates made passing' scores: 
on aU sections^f the State Boa^ EJxaminatlon and tvmnty 
graduates were unsuccessful on one'or.jmore of the five sections^ 

of the test. - - 

A qaestionnalre (See Appendix 1). was administered to . 
thirty locally employed graduates of the Technical Nursing pro- 
gram. Graduates who faU to pass the State Bpard Examination 
usuaUy? accept employment as nurses aides. Twenty graduates 
completed and returned the instrument. ^ - • ' ^ 

' • ' ^ fit 

Presentation of Data ' » 

' The first Issue treated .on the questionnaire was a gross 
evaluation by the graduates of the extent to which courses^ 
coVere'd appronrt&te material to meet State Bbard requirements-. 
Table i shows that twenty-four respondents r^:tg^edlclne' and 
Psychla^try highest with Pejilatrlcs third and Sti^^ei^ and Ob- ^ 
stetrlcs tied for last place. 



It i-s Interesting to note that Medicine and "Psychiatry 
wolild -lend themselves t;o \<ritten, knowledge-based evaluations, 
more readily than the other courses* 

TABLE 1 
TECHNICAL NURSING 

COURSE MATERIAL ADEQUATELY COVERED 
TO MEET STATE 'BOARD -REQUIREMENTS 

{N=24) 

Nunaber Percent 
Course Responding Responding 

Medicine 17- ' 70^8 

Surgery 13 54*2 

Psychiatry 17 70.8 

Pediatrics Ik - ^ 58 ^3 

Obstetrics 13 • 5k*Z , 

Graduates were asked to Indicate the test on which their 
highest score was made. As might be expected ^ Medicine, 
Psychiatry^ and Pediatrics lead and Surgery and Obstetrics 
fared poorest. As .Table 2 indicate, six students made their > 
highest score, on the Medicine test^ eight, on the Psychiatry 
■ test; six, on the Pediatrics test; two, on the Obstetrics 
test; and one, .on the Surgery test. 
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TABLE 2 , 

STATE BOARD TEST ON WHICH HIGHEST 
SCORE WAS MADE (N=23) 

~x , ^ Number Percent 

\Test Responding Raspondjng 

6 . - 26.1 

Q 3k'Q 

6 ' 26.1 

2 8.7 



Medicine 
Surgery 
Psychiatry 
Pediatrics 
Obstetrics 



Those graduates who were unsuccessful on one or more ^ 
tests in the Examination were asked to indicate the St^-te 
3oard test o'n which a failing scora- was made. Nine respon- 
dents ' indicated that they had' failed on one or more of the 
test^. This' represents a sample group (nine) of nekrly 50 ' 
percent of the graduates who have faUed the State Board's 
(twenty), during t% period under consideration. As Table ^ 
Indicates, these nine graduates failed seventeen tests. Throe, 
failed Medicine; three Surgery; four Psychiatry; two E^edlatrl'cs; 
• and the largest number - five, failed o|bstetncs. , It is dif^cult 
to draw any clear conclusions from theie data^oth^r than 
(1) mast students who failed also failed Obstetrics and (2) it 
- would appear that students who' failed, faUed mj^e than | one 



test* 



■r 



TABLE 3 

STATE BOARD TEST -ON VrHlOH FAILINO . 
SCORE WAS MADE' (N=9) ' 

Number Percent 



Test 


Failed 


Failed 


Medicine 


^ ' 3 ' 


33.3 


Surgery 


3 • 


' 33.3 


Psychiatry 




kk^k 


Pediatrics 


2 


22.2 


Obstetrics 




55.6 



r 



An attempt was made to 'secure technical nursing 
graduates^ viev>?3 on theic^, perceptions of teaching strategies 
utilized in courses d^l\n|g with Stat;e Board testCs) on which 
they performed best ainttt in the cases ^o^^^^graduates who were 
unsuccessful In the State Board Examination, ^pe^C^ptions of ^ 
teaching stifategies utilized in cqurses on which a passings ^ore 

I 

vgas ixot ma^ie on the Examinatio^. 

The graduates were given these eight teaching strategies! 

, ^ - ^ ' 1 • 

\ 

I 

A. Lecture 

B. Lecture - discussion' 
' C5r Individualized Instruction . 

D. Concept Attainment 
lb» Programmed Instruction 
,F* Problem-solving \ 

Audio- visual aids 

Skill acquisition 
I ^ Others (3pecifi?:J . 



They were then asked to, in courses dealing .with ^ t^e 



State Board Examination on which you performed best, whi<^h 
of the above strategies were used? Graduatj|es responded by 
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checking one or more of the strategies. As indickte,d by 
Table Lecture-discussion was the most used of the eight 
stra-tegies and conceot attainment/ was the least used strategy. 

• ., . , TABLE- If / 

STRATEGIES UTILISED IN COURSES DEALING 
WITH STATB'BOARD TBST(S) OJM WtilCH (GRADUATES 
• PERFORMED B2ST ( N=23 ) • / ■ ' 



Stjrategy 

I ■ 

Lecture • / 
El. Lecture-discussion 
C ; ^ Incli viduali zed 

in3tructlon-t 
E), Concept attainm^e?f€" 

E. ' Prog ram m,isd ' • 

instriictioh 

F. Problem teolving / 
G'. Attdlo-viaual aids 
a* S^lll ac#ti3itipn ■ 



Percent 
espondjoy ' 




SlmUarly» those graduates who failed tl|ie ^tate 
Examination welbe asl^dl In courses dealing 
^ 30ard Ex^lna^ion(s)bnV which ydu did npt riilke a 'p 

scire,, which of the .abWe teaching sWteglesLei/e ised? 
Tabl'd 5 indicates that tkese gr£duat^: stated IniyidLalized 
instruction chairacterlzed t^e tekchl|p strategy' |!hat| t^ost 'f el 
characterized tVe : courses, of the tests that they me\. 
a^dlttonv Table 5 shows tha;t the t,ecture and, Proii-a'^S^d 
instruction w'e|re -teaching strategies tbat, the, majotnty f elt ^ 
characterlze'd Jthe courses of tjie tests that they failed.- 'E^rp- 



In 



7 



/ 
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blem solving v^as rated as the 
in the courses of the tests ^ 
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teaching strategy leis^jused 
hat they failed. j 



stilus 

r 



TA^tfk; 5 



/ /STRATEGIES UTIlLlgED IN COUPSES DEALING 



/ 



WITH STATE BOARp TSST(S) ON WHICH 
;PASSING SCORE WAS NOT MAD^ (N=9) 



Strategy 




I t 



/ 



A^ Heature 
B» TLejctTire-discuss'lon 
C. Jndiyjduallzed 
rjictldn^ 
Concept: aJbtalnment 

E. Progirammed 
instruction. 

F. Problem solving 

G. Audlo-ijisual aids 

H. SkUl ac^iuisltion 



Number 
Responding 



5 

4 

6 
2 

^5 

a 
3 




percent: ; 
Responding / 

55./ 

66.7 / 
22.2 ; 

■ /; 

■55./ ' 
22/2 '• 

33.3 




:ktes twenty-t^ee graduates views of teaching- 



Table S IncjUc 

learning charactLr4s|tlcs during their experience in Tecllinlcal 
NuJs\ng. ' It Ibi noted tijat seventy-e|ght per cent of the 
respondents foTini Technical ^Nursing to^ be challenging. The 
use of library wis. indicated by seventy-three per cent. The 
percentage seldoL using the' library was slightly less than the' / 
thlrty-fiv.a_pei!cjbnt wl;io Indicated they had -a reading probleci. / 
' N^he' reading ^riblem may very well have afifected ^hose gj*aduftes 
' w^o failed one/ or morJ test on bh-fe-State Board ^xatainatldh'. . 
It can be further not4d that eight y-s evert perceht of the 
respondents indicated " |:ilat the primary na|:ure' oj. assignments 
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were reading* /Writing |of papers, limlvlcbjial an<^ group/ projectzs 
were described ar> few by sfeventy--yght :percent qf^the graduates^ 

j Graduates ^eieraJly fejit that the Technical NursiJ^^^^- 
arain^t:ions were fAir. jHo weaver, fifty-seven percent felt that* 
Instant feedback farom the examinations was seldom provided* 





23' 



JABLE 



TECH^Jiq 



TEACHING |\ND rEARNING CHARACTERISTjlCS 
A5 VIEWED BY 
NURSING GRADUATES (N=23) 



) Number 
/ 1 Responding 



// 



Education )in nui^sing best des^cribed 

as / i / 

A. Competitive 

B. ^Easy 
C» Challenging 

Interperi!^onal relationship wit^ 
Technical Nitrsing instructors i 



' ' hi Comfiortai>le 
// . IndiVf ei'ent 

/ '/ C. Anxidu ' 

;/ 

Use /of libr^iTT /for res 



\ 




f Frequently 
B4 Seldom 
/ CI ^ Never 

es^ reading skill ^s. 



'A. Slow I ^ ^ 
i B. Adequate / ; 
■ €• PaBt ' / " 



Utilization of problem-soyLvirig 
process best described as t; 

A» / prequentljr 
Bi"^- Serdpni 
. C ♦ Never 



- J 



Percent 



Responding 

7 • . 




82V6 
17 V 4 



TABLE ' 6 . ' 
(continued) 
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Use pe concept' l^arping' in Technical 
Nursing, w^s^ 

A. FrequetYfcly 

Seldom 
C. Never 
' ,^ • No • response 

Audio-visual aids were used in 

Te^rhnical Nursing ' - ^ 

A* Frequently 

Seldom 
C. NeVer 

' / l: 

Primary nature of assiygnments were 
• Reading 

.fB. Individual a(nd group projects 
/ .Testing on jslassrbom materials , 

'Required\term papers, individual and / 
group projects, best described as 

. \ , 

MaxvX 
a. / Few 

None ^ 

\^ 

Attitude toward Te 
ex^inations we,re 




Percent' 
Responding 



A. Threatened 

B. Blocked 

C. * fQsitive 

. > i f 

jExaminations ^ip Technical Nursing 
generally were^ 





Nursiijig 



A. Objective 
^1 . B. Essay., ^ • 
' ^C. , Both 

" ^Length of examinations 



A. 2 hours 
4 



14 
d 

. 0 
1 



1}8 

5 
0 



y ^2 



■20 
0 
• 3 



60.9 
34.8 
0.0 

4.-3> 



78 .3 ■ 
21.7 

, ' ^ 
. 87 ..C^ 

. a; 7 ■ 

>^ 4.3 



21.7 

78^3 
0.0 



2ii,.7 

26.1 

5 2. '2' 



87,0 

; .0.0 
'13.0 
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TABLE L 



(continued) 



Number 
Responding/ 



Percent / 
Responding 



Bj 1 hour 
' C . ' ^ hour 

' JHp response 

Instant feedback from examinations 
supplied . ^ ' 



A. Always 

B. . SeXdoni 

C. Ke^ver 



/ 



14 
5 
1 




60.9 
' 4.4 



' 34 
' 56. S 
8.T • 



• 24 
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Table 7 reveals the responses of twenty-four graduates* 
attitude toward teaching and learning characteristics in pre- 
paration for the State Board Examination* Fifty-four percent 
felt that the level of difficulty of the State Board Examination 
Was equal to their preparation. Sixteen percent ^^agreed 
with their level of preparation. It might be stated that those 
persons failing the Board would tend to disagree • It is in- 
teresting to note that sixty-six percent would strongly .agree 
to agree that subject: matter was comjppirable to the questions' 
on the State Board Examination-. TW< 

that the pace in covering the material. i|n clasp was too ra^d. 
Forty-o^ie perpent of the graduates did not feel that instructors 
adequately summarised the major points, in^4ectu^es or dis— 
cussions. Forty-one pe^^ent of the respondents questioned th^ 
acqompanj^g' clinical, labcjrkW exp^:(rience ^itl|L ^Ubjec^ matter. 

\/. ■ / .'..^ v.- u .L ..... 4; 



enty-five percent felt 



It 



■wouid a|)pear tl(at th^y \cio n^t fe\e\ that th^ aiHotitit of 
<^U](ilaai laboratory practlcel uXgiafftcient. / 



fflcient. 
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In response to the question "If you could decide the 
teaching methods that ^i^ur. Instructors use, describe those 
methods that would helplou learn better." Seventeen graduates 
responded. ' Additio3jal comments were also made. 
(See Appendix 2) " • • 
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GSHAPTER IV 



SUMMARY, GONCTLUSIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS ^' 

The pur^o3s of this study was to analyze, tiae teachiii4| . 
strategies utilized in facllita»:i^g the leal-ning process, of ♦ '\ 
Technical Nursing graduates .flrom Florida, Junior ColUge at 

JTacksonV'llle* . 

' If one of our goals In education Is to influence the stu-^ 
dent^ to think, learn, talk and do. something abovit the courses- 
and subject matter .taught ^ sometime after our direct Influence 
over them comes to an end, an evaluation of their opinions of the 
teaj:hlng learning jirocess coufd prove helpful in improving and)^ 



revising curriculum structure ^ 



Nursing instructors a/e VW^Jhat restless;^ ^nd often haVe 
thJ feeling ^hat tflley > cou/ po^^^^^ ^Iter t^l/strategles ^Ith 
the Intention of ijcreaXg the^f coJipetencW/ In preparing . 
graduates to succLssfuUy write the State Board Examination. 
The examination is one of the primary objectives In determining^ 
the graduates ellglbUlty to function as^a safe practitioner iii ^ 

■ ' ■ ' i - ' • , ' ' ' , 

nursing. , / - . 

\ * A /review ' of the/literature Indicates that teaching ef f ectl-^ 
'veness,ls a national ioncern. In order to improve educational. 



' progra|ms, 'teachers Ust become more- cognizant. of the pro- 
' cesse^ that hinder tihe progress of 'learning , and chaiiges in' ; 



2^ 



approach to learning. Methods of teaching and evaluation devices 
in nursing influehce the 'ievel of perf or/nance of i:he graduates 
and may be ; seen in the reflection of the State licensure ex- 
amination results. 

The primary objective of this study vq^s to determine the 
teaching strategies ut^ized in facilitating learning of the Technical 



Nursing^raduares v>?ho wrote. the State Board E-xaminatljDn 



during the p^ri\>d of December 1972 -through September 1973 • 
These graduates were exposed to the same curriculum during 
their experience In Technical Nursing • 

The method used for the collection of; data waS a three 
part questionnaire which dealt specifically vi^lth questions regarding 



five test areas which comprise the State 



5oard Examination , 



teaching strategies and teaching and learning characteristics • 
The respondents opinions . were recorded In numbers ^and perck^nt, 
To fui'ther determine th0 gt-aduates responses, an open ended 
question . was j asked to determine their feellrigs about teaching 
methodb* ^Additional comments were elicited for improvements 
In the teaching learning process* 



CONCLUSIONS \ ^\ 

The following^ conclusions were drawn based on the findings 

from the analysis? * • ' / 

A. Regarding State Board Examination 

, 1.. The courses In Surgery and Obstetrics were 
J not generally covered ad^quately to meet the 
, State* Board requirements* 
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2 The highest .SQores ntade on the State Board '• 

Examination v.ere noted In Medicine and Psychiatry.^ 

3. The highest failure rate for State Board Examination 
was Obstetrics. • • ' . 

k. Most students v,ho failed, failed more than one 

test» • • 

Regarding Teaching Strategies utilized in courses dealing 

vjith State Board tests 

1, Concept attainment v;as the "least strategy u^ed , 
in co'ises dealing with high scores made by graduates 
on the State Board. 

2 Individualized Instruction was used most In courses 
deeding ^Ith failing scores made by graduates on the 
State Board 

Regarding Teaching and Learning Characteristics 

1. ' Consideration should be given to students 

read slov,ly. ,The effects, of their reading habits ^ 
Are detrimental to their scores on State Board ^ 
Bxaminatlori, v^hich Is a timed Examination. 

2. Utilization of more teaching strategies In the 
Surgical and Obstetrical courses is a necessity. 

3. Learning experiences should correlate more closely, ■ 
•with theory taught. 

■ k ' Inseructors should summartM.lmportiiit: vlewpotats 
ik th™ le^turs-dteoussion as. i;i,floated the course 
objectives. 

' < Consideration ' should bej given ta the time^ limits ^ 
students are expected to complete assignments. 

6. instant feedback from course examinations is 
highly deslral^Ie and should be practiced by all . 



Instructors. 
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PESOMMENDATIONS 



\ 



On the basis of the findings in this study, the following 

recomrfiv^n'dations are made: ; » ^ 

'\ ' . . 

1. All potdi\tial nursing^ students be required to take a 
test toj dec^arnfiine thei^, level of rea?|lihg, 



2» A pre-requisite cbi^se be re^^jjired o:^ those students 
who. are Identified as ''leaving a pi^blenil with readli^ 
comprehensloil'. ) \ ^ ' 



ERIC 



3^ Admlnistiratlon and faculty explo^re the pbssiblllttes 6f 
establishing a .health cork pcc^gram as a' pre-requisite to 



i \ 



Technical IsTursing^ 



2f. An evalulatlon of the* teac^b^ learning proc^sa^^the 
Technical Nursing, program be ub^ertkketi* 

5.. A folio w-W study /Ito determine 'the/ effectiveness of 



bir \the 



teaching' and' learning thporlea /as lridic^t;ed 
graduate. 3 'Iev4 of competency f on jthe j St^t^ pba^d 



Examlnatloii. ' 

A study be undertaken- to 4etermi|ii tjie~ gt^duajtes;^] 

agenclarsti^ 



evel 



..\ 



of performance In clinical ^afl ihealth 
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APPENDIX I WAS ttKnaaMaSXXSS. (REMOVED) FROM 
THIS DOCUMENT PRIOR TO ITS BEING SUBMITTED TO * 
THE ERIC DOCUMENT REPRODUCTIWJ SERVICE. 



. . - ■ 'appendix 2 ' 

.1 ' » 

■ . ' . .• 1 . 

Individual comments (paraphrased) describing the kind of J 
instru^ition method teachers snouid use to help the respondents 
learn better. 

Lecture-discussion (8) 

Clinical experience correlated with lectures (3) ^ 

Individualized instruction (2) . 

Problem-solving approach {2) y 

Programmed instruction (2) 

Use of lecture, less textbook emphasis (2) 

^ate Board oriented questions on test • J 

Ii^ividual tutoring for weak students 

Concept attainment . .'. y 

Question and answer participation 
Utilization of guest .speakers 

Use of hypothetical. situations with demonstrations 
Emphasize strong points in discussion 

Additional comments- (paraphrased) made by respondents. 

More experience to correlate vpAi theory. (7) ' 

Technical Nursing student sh<5tild take reading comprehension 

prior to enti*ance. (3) • ' 

TeJshnical Nursing courses were adequate. (3) 

Weakness in the program is clinical practice to include team 

leadership. (2) 

Please review essenl^al material required in reading assignments. 
Individualized instruction is great but the students need • 

guidance and directions. 
Group discussions would be helpful. ^ ' ^ ^ 

Reading ia a real problem. The timing on State Board examination 

is frustrating. Perhaps more rigid timing- of tests in nursing 

might' help. , ^ j ^ 

Instructors should spend more time with weaker students. 

Students should be exposed more to independent nurstng 
functions,^ i.e., what can you do initiallyt in clinical 
situations? - , . 

Surgical ^est on State Board is very involved. 

Instructors are very helpful. • - ' ' . 

The. State Board examination is a reflection of ou^^po^ure 

tcr Technical Nursing. »-,-, " 

— r- w aa aatisf ied-wttir^chnical Nursing program. All teaclj^ng 

strategies wer^^^g^^.,^ ^^^^^ ^ 
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